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SWANN, Francis
b. Maryland

March 27, 1964

Mr. Francis Swann
Simon & Schuster Inc.
630 Fifth Avenue
New York City 20
Dear Mr. Swann:
Can we claim you as a Maine author?
Your
book, THE BRASS KEY, is certainly set in Maine,
and an exciting, taut story it is.
We use
mysteries in our bookmobile and traveling
library service throughout the state, and we are
always especially pleased when we find one with a
Maine background.
We expect THE BRASS KEY to be
a most popular selection.
Can we interest you in the Maine Author
Collection?
This is a permanent exhibit of books
written by Maine people, or books pertaining in
some way to the state.
It numbers more than
three thousand volumes now, most of them inscribed
presentation copies, the inscriptions ranging from
pen-and-ink sketches to bits of verse, and always
providing an original, distinctive touch.
We gather biographical and dritical material
also, so have complete information on Maine writers
and books, and the collection is one of constantly
increasing value and interest to visitors and students.
We hope that you may want to inscribe a copy
of THE BRASS KEY t© be included in this collection.
It would give us much pleasure to welcome the book.
Meanshile, you have our very good wishes for its
success.
Sincerely yours

In Charge of
Maine Author Collectioa

FRANCIS SWMF

•{Qttentlon to JJnisention, (Jnc.
QSs^mmsamr
32 West 72nd Street, New York 23, N.Y.

/

TR.- 3-9081

7 April 196^
Mrs. F. W. Jacob
Maine State Library
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Jacob:
Thank you for your interest and your good wishesfor my new novel. THE BRASS KEY, recently published
by Simon & Schusrer.
I can't honestly be claimed as a Maine author unless
it could be sort of by proxy. Actually I am from
Maryland, but I fell in love with Maine many years ago
first on trips through the state, then on vacations
in the state and finally by working in the state in
Harrison at the Deertrees Theatre. This certainly
gives me more than a nodding acquaintance with Maine
and research (including help from the State of Maine
office at Rockefeller Center in New York) did the rest
I am sorry that I am incapable of making pen-and-ink
sketches or writing bits of verse to accompany my
book, but that is not my line. However, I do expect
to turn this into a screenplay and then I shall have
the pleasure once again of working in and around the
country I know and love so well.
Sincerely yours

Francis Swann

April 14, 1964

Mr. Francis Swann
32 West 72nd Street
New York City 23
Dear Mr. Swann:
Thank you for your friendly letter.
You
are just the kind of person we are delighted t©
adopt.
It is especially interesting to learn
that you are contemplating adapting THE BEASS
KEY for the screen.
It should make a good
movie — wi'll hope to see it eventually.
'
Thank you, too, for the inscribed copy of
your book.
We add it to the Maine Author
Collection with appreciation of your generosity
and your kind inscription, as well as of the
rousing good story you have told.
We trust that the state will be hospitable
to you when you are again here, and that your
visits may become increasingly frequent.
Sincerely yours

In Charge of
Maine Author Collection

